
Detail Types Study Guide and Assessment 

 

With more and more emphasis on real-world writing, students’ abilities to 
develop thoroughly supported main ideas are more important than ever.  When relying 
solely on facts, the strongest of writers seems to come up short.  Using a variety of 
detail types promotes depth in idea development and varies the overall tone of one’s 
writing.      

Detail types are an important characteristic of nonfiction writing.  By using a 
variety of these, authors are able to provide elaborated support to accompany their 
main idea.  These include facts, statistics, personal examples, historical examples, 
quotations, scenarios, comparisons, anecdotes, and descriptions.  The accompanying 
study guide and assessment are best used after teaching the “Detail Types” lesson.  By 
assessing students’ ability to understand the differences in detail types, it increases the 
likelihood that they will make these varying supporting details a regular part of their 
writing.  A ready-to-copy study guide and formal assessment are included for use with 
middle and high school students.  
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Detail Types Study Guide 

 

 
 An anecdote is a brief story that relates to one’s topic and emphasizes the main 

idea. 

 Example:  Standing in front of these tall creatures, I was astonished at their 
height.  I imagined what it would be like to hop atop one’s back and soar above 
all my surroundings.   

 
 A scenario is a ‘what if’ statement. 

 
 Example:  How drastically would life change if humans could stand only 30 

minutes after birth like giraffes?  Or what if they could run alongside their 
parents in just 10 hours after birth?   

 
 

 A comparison requires stating how one item is similar to or different from 
another. 
 

 Example:  Giraffes’ legs are taller than any humans! 
 

 
 A description uses sensory details to create imagery in the reader’s mind. 

 
 Example:  Younger giraffes will appear lighter in color, while older giraffes will 

showcase progressively darker spots as they age. 
 
 

 A historical example includes using a detail from history that relates to one’s 
main points. 
 

 Example: Found in Nairobi, Giraffe Manor is one of East Africa’s most iconic 
historical buildings dating back to the 1930s; this architectural tourist attraction 
depicts the early days of Europeans in East Africa.  

 
 

 A personal example is when the author connects their topic to something that 
they have experienced. 
 

 Example:  Jeremiah and I fed a giraffe at the Cincinnati Zoo.  It felt quite unique to 
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see the giraffe’s massive tongue up close and personal, as it nibbled intensely at 
the leaves that were part of the twig we were holding. 

 
 A quotation when you state someone’s exact words. 

 
 Example:  “It's really astonishing how a huge animal like that ... how delicately 

and in such a nurturing way she approaches caring for her calf,” Marcelle Leone, 
founder and director of the center, told the Greenwich Time. "She's a great 
mom," Ms. Leone added. 

 
 

 A statistic is a proven statement that contains a number. 
 

 Example:  Giraffes can run up to 35 miles per hour for short distances.  They can 
also maintain a speed of 10 miles per hour over long distances. 

 
 

 A fact is a proven statement 
 

 Example:  Giraffes are the tallest mammals on Earth.   
 
 

 
Thursday’s test will also require that you understand and can use the following 
transitions in a sentence: 
 

• Listing ideas sequentially:  next, to begin with 

• To give examples:  in other words, specifically, for example 

• To compare:  similarly, in like manner, likewise 

• To contrast:  on the other hand, nevertheless, otherwise 

• To conclude:  in brief, in conclusion, to summarize 
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Detail Types Test 

Directions:  For questions 1 -10 please choose the correct answer to each question.   

1.  Which detail type includes using a proven 
statement that contains a number?   
 
a.  fact 
b.  statistic 
c.  description 
d.  historical example 
 
 
2.  Which detail type includes providing sensory 
details that make the topic seem real? 
 
a.  fact 
b.  statistic 
c.  personal example 
d.  description 
 
 
3.  Which detail type includes making a connection 
to a significant event from the past? 
 
a.  scenario 
b. historical example 
c.  personal example 
d.  description 
 
 
4.  Which detail type includes “what if” 
statements?     
 
a.  scenario 
b.  statistic 
c.  analogy 
d.  description 
 
 
5.  Which detail type includes providing a brief 
story that relates to one’s topic?   
 
a.  quotation 
b.  historical example 
c.  comparison 
d.  anecdote 

6.  Which detail type includes restating someone’s 
exact words?   
 
a.  quotation 
b.  anecdote 
c.  historical example 
d.  description 
 
 
7.  Which detail type provides details related to 
sights, sounds, smells, etc?     
 
a.  fact 
b.  statistic 
c.  personal example 
d.  description 
 
 
8.  Which detail type includes providing a proven 
statement?   
 
a.  anecdote 
b.  statistic 
c.  personal example 
d.  fact 
 
 
9.  Which detail type includes telling how items are 
related or different?    
 
a.  fact 
b.  quotation  
c.  comparison 
d.  anecdote 
 
 
10.    Which of the following is NOT a detail type?   
 
a.  thesis 
b.  statistic 
c.  personal example 
d.  description 
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Directions:  For questions 11 – 20, please choose the letter that identifies the detail type provided.  
While some details may seem to fit in more than one category, try to choose the detail type that BEST 
matches. 
 
 
11.  “This is no time for chaos,” responded the 
engineer. 
a.  quotation 
b.  statistic 
c.  personal example 
d.  description 
 
12.  Bananas grow on trees, while grapes grow on 
vines.   
a.  fact 
b.  comparison 
c.  historical example 
d.  anecdote 
 
13.  If only world hunger could be resolved.   
a.  anecdote 
b.  comparison 
c.  personal example 
d.  scenario 
 
14.  The glistening water sparkled in the sunlight 
creating a tranquil mood at the wedding reception.   
a.  historical example 
b.  scenario 
c.  personal example 
d.  description 
 
15.  Seeing you make that meatloaf reminds me of 
how my grandmother used to make one every 
Sunday for my grandfather.  It was his favorite.   
a.  fact 
b.  quotation 
c.  personal example 
d.  historical example 

 
16.  Abraham Lincoln and John F. Kennedy were 
both the victims of cruel assassinations.     
a.  anecdote 
b.  personal example 
c.  historical example 
d.  description 
 
17.  Ocean Soup is a term that accurately describes 
the plastic pollution that is filling our oceans.   
a.  quotation 
b.  statistic 
c.  scenario 
d.  fact 
 
18.  The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is located 
about 1,000 miles from Hawaii and California; this 
area contains an unbelievable amount of plastic 
debris.   
a.  fact 
b.  statistic 
c.  personal example 
d.  anecdote 
 
19.  “Humanity’s plastic footprint is probably more 
dangerous than its carbon footprint,” said Captain 
Charles Moore, who, in 1997, discovered the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch.  
a.  fact 
b.  quotation 
c.  anecdote 
d.  description 
 
20.  Pine trees are deciduous. 
a.  fact 
b.  statistic 
c.  personal example 
d.  description 

 

 
    

  
Directions:  For questions 21 – 25, please write a  
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detail that matches the detail type provided.  Your 
topic does not matter, as long as you are able to 
show your understanding of the detail type.   
 
 
21.  statistic 
 
 
22.  quotation 
 
 
23.  description 
 
 
24.   personal example 
 
 
25.  comparison 
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Answer Sweet – Detail Types Test 

1. B 
2. D 
3. B 
4. A 
5. D 
6. A 
7. D 
8. D 
9. C 
10. A 
11. A 
12. B 
13. D 
14. D 
15. C 
16. C 
17. D 
18. B 
19. B 
20. A 

21. – 25.  Answers will vary. 
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