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Do you understand how Max felt when his sister’s friends crushed his snow fort? What do you think Max was most upset about? Was he scared?
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How do you think Max’s sister’s friends should have treated Max when he began to cry? Why do you believe his sister left, saying Max would be fine?

After Max’s sister and her friends left, why do you believe Max acted the way he did? Think about the things he destroyed in his sister’s room. Why do you think he focused on those objects in particular?

Do you have a sibling or a person in your life who you want to spend more time with but sometimes have trouble being friends with, like Max and Claire? What are some was you have tried to be friends?

For those of you with younger siblings, how did Max’s interaction with his sister and her friends impact on you? Based on Max’s reaction to feeling left out by this group of older kids, how might you reconsider the way you interact with your younger siblings/younger people in your life?
Think about Max’s relationship with his mother. How do Max and his mother help each other? In what ways does Max help make his mother’s day better? What things does his mum do to help max feel better after he destroys Claire’s room?

Although Max, his mother and sister all love one another, what are some of the things they experience that demonstrate that it is sometimes hard to be a family?

Can you identify with Max’s relationship to his mum and sister? In what ways can you identify?
Max struggles to accept that his mum has a boyfriend. Can you understand what Max is going through in the movie? Have you ever experienced the same frustration and confusion as Max? How did you deal with it?
By the end of the film, what lessons do you think Max learns about a family?
