
 

  

How might you customize or alter this lesson? 

 

 

 

 

Key Learning Areas 

Parts of a paragraph 

Detail types 

Concepts Taught 

Paragraph Writing 

Target Age 

12-18 years old 

Duration 

2 x 45 minute Session 

You will need: 

Writing a proficient 
paragraph handout 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Resources: 
• http://edgalaxy.com/educati

on-quotes 
• http://edgalaxy.com/classro

om-posters-
charts/2013/9/10/14-

educational-quotes-posters 
• http://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=iPnYfwLOw84 
 

Essential Questions 

• WHAT MAKES A PARARGRAPH 
COMPLETE? 

• HOW CAN I MOVE BEYOND THE 
BASIC FIVE SENTENCE 
PARAGRAPH? 

 

Learning Intention / Overview 
Breaking the monotony of five sentence paragraphs can be 
challenging.  Students get in the habit of checking off their topic 
sentence, three supporting details, and conclusion sentence with 
a sigh.  Unfortunately, what these students do not realize is that 
as they age, their paragraphs should too!  By encouraging 
students to use a variety of detail types in their writing, they will 
excel to new heights in their composition of a well-developed 
paragraph.  When practicing using these detail types, keep in 
mind that you may need to encourage students to make up 
believable statistics, quotations, etc.  The focus is NOT on 
research; the focus is on constructing paragraphs that are well-
developed and break the elementary style of five sentences and 
being done.  This is a great lesson to use following the “Detail 
types to strengthen nonfiction writing” resource that is also 
available on edgalaxy.com. 

Methods / Teaching Strategies 
• Direct instruction 
• Differentiated instruction 
• Modeling 
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1. Begin the lesson by reading students a paragraph that has a basic five 
sentence structure (sample paragraph 1).   
 

2. Follow that by providing them with an elaborated paragraph (sample 
paragraph 2).  
 

3. Do not specify the differences between the paragraphs.   
 

4. Ask students:  how are the paragraphs alike?  How are they different? 
 

5. Sample answers may include:   one is longer, one has more details, they are 
both about new forms of communication, etc.   
 

6. Ask students to reflect on the paragraph that gave the clearest concept of new 
forms of technology. 
 

7. Ask students:  what is the topic sentence?  what is the conclusion sentence? 
 

8. Ask students to find an example of a statistic, personal example, historical 
example, fact, and quotation.  (You may do this by distributing copies of the 
paragraph to each student or showing it to them using a multimedia 
projector.) 
 

9. Explain to students that they too can develop paragraphs that clearly explain 
their topic, just like today’s sample paragraph. 
 

10. This will be a good time to distribute the “Writing a proficient paragraph” 
handout. 
 

11. At this time, you will need to decide whether students will choose their own 
topic for their paragraphs or assign the entire class a single topic.  (I personally 
like to let students choose their own topic because it typically increases their 
motivation and provides differentiation.) 
 

12. Once a topic has been chosen, students should feel out the “main idea” 
section on the handout. 
 

13. Next, students will think about three supporting details to accompany their 
main idea. 

Teaching Instructions 
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14. A detail type from the chart provided should then be used to further explain 

each supporting detail.   
 

15. Once students have brainstormed their topic, they are ready to use their main 
idea, supporting details, and further support to write a well-developed 
paragraph!  Remind them not to forget their conclusion sentence. 

 

 

Sample Paragraphs 

 
 
Paragraph 1: 
     The process of communicating has changed a lot.  Writing letters, making phone 
calls, and visiting people has been greatly reduced.  People are now focused on 
sending text messages, writing emails, or using social media networks to 
communicate.  This has certainly increased the quantity and speed of 
communication.  Undoubtedly, communication has forever changed because of 
technological advancements. 
 
 
 
Paragraph 2: 
     The process of communicating has changed a lot.  Writing letters, making phone 
calls, and visiting people has been greatly reduced.  Whereas, I used to always write 
my grandparents a weekly letter, I now use Skype, an innovative technology, to 
communicate with them on a weekly basis.  Approximately 75% of Americans now 
use some form of social media to communicate.  Others are finding that text 
messages allow them to stay current with their friends and family members.  On 
average, people send ten to twenty text messages per day.  Without a doubt, 
communication is more technology based than ever.  Can you imagine what 
Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor of the telephone, would say about how 
drastically the way we talk to others has changed?  In the words of my English 
teacher, “Communicating is a lot simpler, which makes our bonds and family ties 
even stronger. “  Without a doubt, communication has forever changed because of 
technological advancements . 
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Outline for Writing a Proficient Paragraph  

 
What is your paragraph’s main idea? 

 
 
 
Supporting detail 1:   
 
 
 
Further support of detail 1 (should be one of the eight detail types listed below):    
 
 
 
 
Supporting detail 2:   
 
 
 
Further support of detail 2 (should be one of the eight detail types listed below):    
 
 
 
 
Supporting detail 3:   
 
 
 
Further support of detail 3 (should be one of the eight detail types listed below):  
   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Check off each detail type as you use it:   (Your goal is to use at least three detail types.) 

 Description – gives a detailed description that allows reader to get a mental picture; may connect to the senses. 
 Fact – something that has been proven and cannot be changed.  ( Example:  February is the shortest month in the year.)   
 Statistic – a proven statement that uses a number.  (Example:  60% of middle school students own a cell phone.) 
 Personal example – a brief story of something that you have experienced. 
 Comparison – showing how two things are alike or different.  (Example:  November is typically warmer than February.) 
 Scenario – a what-if statement.  (Example:  What if they had never moved here?) 
 Quote – writing down someone’s exact words ( Example:  “This weather is unpredictable,” commented the meteorologist.) 
 Historical example – telling about something that has happened in the past and supports your main idea. 
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